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sword and the wagh-nakhs> with which
he killed Afzul Khan, are worshipped to
this day by his descendants. "That very
tiger's claw," writes Sir Richard Temple,
late Governor of Bombay, "that very
sword, that very coat of mail, that very
muslin dress, are to this day religiously
preserved from generation to generation
by the Marathas. Never were the sword
or the hat or any of the relics of Napolean
or Frederick the Great of Prussia venerat-
ed so much by the French or Germans,
as these relics of Shivaji are to this day by
the Marathas."* "He (Shivaji) was," says
.Sir Edward Sullivan, another well-known
English author, "almost worshipped as
a god, and the renown of his deeds, his eagle
glances and long arms, his rapid marches
and secret forays, are to this day the most
popular themes of the wandering Gursees,
or minstrels of the Deccan. Even his wea-
pons were reverenced as holy, and his good
sword Bhowanee has been to the bards of
the Deccan, what the Joyeuse and Duranel
of Charlemagne and Roland, and the
Askalon of our own patron saint, were to
the wandering troubadours of Europe."f

* Oriental Experience by Sir Richard Temple, p. 368.
f Princes of India by Sir Edward Sullivan, p. 460.